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A humane Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) program to reduce the number of homeless cats

Another challenging year!
Community Cats TNR typically is able to trap-neuterreturn (TNR) over 100 cats every year. It appears that it
won’t be possible to exceed 100 cats total this year.
During the summer months, veterinary clinics in Mason
County and throughout West Michigan were deluged
with full surgical schedules for pet owners. As a result,
CCTNR was able to schedule fewer appointments than
normal for homeless, free-roaming cats.

This soft little kitten and
her sibling are being
socialized so they can find
a new indoor home and get
“off the streets.”

Both Country Veterinary Clinic PC and Animal Hospital
of Ludington do their upmost to provide appointments
for TNR surgeries. Hopefully the increase in their
schedules this year indicates that more pets are being
adopted, spayed and neutered, and that pet owners are
catching up on delayed vet visits from 2020.

Community Cat No.
1,200 a beautiful bright
colored calico shown in
the arms of Mandi
Bates, Surgical
Technician at Country
Veterinary Clinic PC.

We ended 2020 with a total of 1,113 cats TNRd since
2012. On November 5, 2021, cat number 1,200 was
TNRd and as of November 11, the total is 1,206. Based
upon a very conservative estimate calculating only the
reproductive rate of the females, we have so far
prevented the birth of at least 269,000 unwanted kittens!
Working with the other local animal groups in Mason and
Manistee Counties, Community Cats TNR again helped
to trap a number of kittens to go to foster or permanent
homes. Both Lakeshore Animal Friends and Mason
County Paws were again overwhelmed by the number of
cats and kittens needing to go to foster care. Volunteers
who can provide foster care for cats and kittens is an
ever increasing need.
Community Cats TNR has a policy of suspending trapneuter-return during the cold months of winter. We
believe it is cruel and harmful to subject the cats to the
stress of winter weather and surgery at the same time.
As early as possible, usually in March, we work with our
partner veterinary clinics to TNR as many females as
possible. We continue TNR throughout the spring and
summer months, and again TNR as many in the fall as
possible before cold weather arrives.
Meanwhile, caregivers are urged to provide food, fresh
water and shelter whenever a homeless cat appears on
the doorstep!

Christmas shopping on Amazon?
Use the following link
and Amazon will donate 0.5% of your
purchase to Community Cats TNR!

http:/smile.amazon.com/ch/
46-3759577

Visit our website: www.communitycatstnr.org
Like us on facebook
“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by
the way its animals are treated.”

Community Cats News

Page 2

THE NEED FOR SHELTER
Every year, the Community Cats TNR newsletter stresses the need for winter cat
shelters! Winter is brutal for homeless cats. They need help throughout the winter
months to find shelter that provides them protection from cold and wet weather.
Without a good shelter, cats may become ill, and may suffer from frostbite on their
ears, nose and paws.

A view of the interior of the Alley
Cat winter cat shelter plan displaying
double insulated walls, insulation
under vinyl flooring and wind guard.
Interior will be filled with straw.

There are many ideas and designs available for winter cat shelters, but all good designs
share two qualities: strong insulation and minimal air space. The insulation is needed
to trap the cats’ body heat. Minimal air space is necessary so that cold air doesn’t fill
the empty space and chill the cats. Straw is the best insulating material to use inside
the shelter. Blankets or towels will become wet, will freeze and draw body heat away
from the cats. Cats will cozy or burrow into straw and keep their body heat from
escaping.
Visit www.alleycat.org or www.bestfriends.org, or www.neighborhoodcats.org and
www.communitycatstnr.org for ideas and information on how to build shelters.
Community Cats TNR volunteers have built numerous Alley Cat shelters during the
past nine years. Donations of 1/2” exterior plywood, luan or paneling, insulation board
and fiberglass insulation, exterior latex paint in a “camoflage color,” and 50 and 30
gallon storage bins are needed.
THE REQUEST FOR SHELTERS, ALREADY BUILT, HAS INCREASED
EVERY YEAR. RIGHT NOW, WE NEED:
* 1/2 INCH PLYWOOD (DOESN’T HAVE TO BE FULL SHEETS)
* RIGID “BLUE BOARD” INSULATION—1/4”, 1/2”, 1” AND 2”
* 50 AND 30 GALLON STORAGE BINS

A view of one finished Alley Cat
shelter with rubber roof next to large
totes of similar size ready to be
constructed.

THANK YOU STEVE, BUD, MONA, CLAUDIA, AND RICHARD for volunteering
and building cat shelters. They are at various locations throughout the County keeping
cats warm and dry!

IN MEMORIUM
Community Cats TNR remembers those
who loved and cared for cats, and thanks
family and friends for contributions in 2021
honoring their memory:
Gene Foster
Debbie MacDonald
Stephen Kail
Billie Kelley
Jake & Ozzie
BlackJack & Bandido

Peter Barton
Ruby Eversen
Beverly Saxton
Star Loney
Phyllis Wahr
Rita Yeck

Did you know . . .
That dropping a cat off in the country in sight of a barn is
unlawful? It is abandonment. It is cruel. It is unfair to the people
who find the cat and try to save it from starvation and probable
injury.
Michigan has laws against animal cruelty including Public Act 452
of 2018 which increases prison time for aggrevated animal cruelty
crimes.
On November 25, 2019, President Trump signed the Preventing
Animal Cruelty and Torture Act (PACT Act) to outlaw purposeful
cruelty to animals or other violence causing “serious bodily
injury” to animals. The law makes violations a federal crime with
a fine and up to seven years imprisonment.
“Bless the mute creatures of Thy care, and listen to their voiceless
prayer.”
Anonymous
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The Story of Two Kitties

What are whiskers for?

Tabby Sue was trapped in May, 2021 and taken to
Country Veterinary Clinic for surgery. Just hours
before going into surgery, she delivered three kittens!
A surprise—nobody knew she was pregnant! Her
kittens were named Scamp, Betty Lou and Clara and
were delivered to foster care and adopted to good,
loving homes. Tabby Sue was later spayed and
vaccinated and returned to her caregiver to again roam
free of family responsibility.

A cat typically has 12 whiskers on either side of her nose, but
the number can vary. Whiskers are also present above her
eyes, on her chin, and on the backs of her lower front legs.
About 40% of the feline brain’s sensory areas align with parts
of the body where a cat has whiskers, and each individual
whisker can be traced to a specific brain location.

Tabby Sue and Clara with
Betty Lou and Scamp
sleeping in background.

Sybil was trapped in November after much effort. She
finally decided liver sausage in her trap was too much to
pass up. For months, she had been suffering with the
pain of a severely injured right eye. Dr. Laura Waldo
completed spay surgery and also surgically removed her
right eye. She will now recover fully and will be pain
free as she adjusts to becoming
an indoor cat-warm and cozy
and loved.
Sybil before eye surgery

What do they do? Whiskers help her see in the dark due to
changing air currents as she touches objects. Whiskers let
her know if she she can fit through a tight space. Whiskers
help her know where her body and limbs are in space,
keeping her graceful as she saunters, pounces, jumps or falls.
Whiskers indicate mood. If her whiskers are relaxed, she is
relaxed. If pushed forward, she is alert and watchful, and if
pushed back against her face, she is probably scared.
Because they are sensors, cats generally don’t want their
whiskers touched. It certainly is a no-no to trim them! Cats
do shed a whisker once in awhile and that is normal.
Another will grow in its place.
Also, because they are so sensitive, they may start to hurt if
they keep scraping the insides of a deep food bowl as she
eats. A better choice is a wide, shallow bowl that gives her
whiskers lots of clearance!
Whiskers are so sensitive they can even help a blind cat “see”
by sensing the air currents of animals and people walking
nearby.

The success of the Community Cats TNR program relies upon donations and memorial
contributions. Please consider making a donation today! Make check payable to
COMMUNITY CATS TNR and mail to P. O. Box 384, Ludington, MI 49431 THANK YOU!

What is Trap-NeuterReturn (TNR)?
Homeless, free-roaming,
abandoned, feral cats are:

YES—I CAN HELP!
______________________________________________________________________________
Name
______________________________________________________________________________
Address
_____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Phone Number
______________________________________________________________________________
Comments
______________________________________________________________________________
(Community Cats TNR is a 501c3 public charity. Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

 Humanely trapped by trained
caregivers and volunteers.
 Transported to veterinary
clinic
 Given a health check, parasite
treatment, rabies and
distemper vaccines
 Spayed or neutered
 Left ear tipped for
identification
 Returned to colony to
continue their better quality
of life.

Thank You to . . .
An anonymous foundation that awarded a grant again in 2021 to
purchase cat food for caregivers who are feeding homeless cats.
To the Whitcomb Family Foundation for a very generous financial
donation.
To the Bissell Pet Foundation for a grant in 2021 to pay $25 each toward
the cost of spay/neuter for 50 cats.
To our veterinary partners—the doctors and staff of Country Veterinary
Clinic, PC and Animal Hospital of Ludington. Without their help,
support, and professional expertise, Community Cats TNR would not
exist.
To Dan and Laura for taking on all tasks necessary to make 2021 another
successful year for Community Cats TNR.

Spirit is a small kitten, part of a
feral colony, who was trapped,
spayed and vaccinated. She was
the lucky one that went to a
foster home and will soon have a
forever home!

Community Cats TNR
P. O. Box 384
Ludington, MI 49431
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To all who made direct and memorial donations, donations of cat food at
Shop N Save, donations of building materials and straw for shelters, and
especially all those caregivers who continue to feed, water and shelter
homeless cats.
Special thanks to Mary, Bev, Joanne and Sheila for regular food
donations, to Mike and Kathy and Ken and Donna for numerous straw
donations, to Karen for collecting canister funds, to Kay for distributing
flyers, to the many faithful volunteers who worked long hours to make
the yard sale a success, to Rhonda for wood boxes for cat shelters and to
Adrienne for maintaining the CCTNR Facebook page, to Jyl and Ruth
Ann for caring for a special feral cat named Ralph.

Cat and Kitten Rescue
Once again, 2021 was a challenge for the local animal rescue groups.
Thanks to Lakeshore Animal Friends, Mason County Paws, and
numerous foster families, lives have been saved. Explore their Facebook
pages to read the stories and consider opening your heart and home to
these special furry friends. Don’t forget-Mason County Animal Control
always has cats and kittens in need of homes!

Volunteers Needed
CCTNR is looking for a couple of volunteers who can trap, transport and
care for cats before and after surgery. This is the heart and soul of the
operation. It requires a strong caring for the well-being of the cats, a
determination to keep them as stress free as possible, a vehicle large
enough to transport five traps, a temperature controlled space inside the
home, garage or basement for care in traps, and a good deal of flexible
time. Please call 845-7888 to learn more.

